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Martin Luther’s Christmas Carol 


ANGEL 


From heaven high I come to earth. I bring you tidings of great mirth. 
This mirth is such a wondrous thing that I must tell you all and sing. 


A little child for you this morn has from a chosen maid been born, 
A little child so tender, sweet, that you should skip upon your feet. 


He is the Christ, our God indeed, who saves you all in every need. 
He will Himself your Savior be, from all wrongdoing make you free. 


He brings you every one to bliss. The heavenly Father sees to this. 
You shall be here with us on high. Here shall you live and never die. 


Look now, you children, at the sign, a manger cradle far from fine. 
A tiny baby you will see. Upholder of the world is He. 


CHILDREN 


How glad we’ll be if it is so! With all the shepherds let us go 
To see what God for us has done in sending us His own dear Son. 


Look, look, my heart, and let me peek. Whom in the manger do you seek‘ 
Who is that lovely little one? The Baby Jesus, God’s own Son. 


Be welcome, Lord; be now our guest. By You poor sinners have been blest 
In nakedness and cold You lie. How can I thank You — how can I? 


O Lord, who made and molded all, how did You come to be so small 
That You should lie upon dry grass, the fodder of the ox and ass? 


And if the world were twice as wide, with gold and precious jewels inside 
Still such a cradle would not do to hold a babe as great as You. 


The velvet and the silken ruff, for these the hay is good enough. 
Here lies a prince and Lord of all, a king within an ass’s stall. 


You wanted so to make me know that You had let all great things go. 
You had a palace in the sky; You left it there for such as I. 


O dear Lord Jesus, for Your head now will I make the softest bed. 
The chamber where this bed shall be is in my heart, inside of me. 


I now can play the whole day long. I’ll dance and sing for You a song, 
A soft and soothing lullaby, so sweet that You will never cry. 


ALL 


To God who sent His only Son be glory, laud, and honor done. 
Let all the choir of heaven rejoice, the new ring iff with heart and voice. 


According to the German hymnologist E. E. Koch, Luther wrote 
this carol hymn for his children for the Christmas of 1534. The trans- 
lation (there have been many) in The Lutheran Hymnal (No. 85) is 
an altered form of Catherine Winkworth’s version. The above transla- 
tion is by the Luther scholar Dr. Roland Bainton of Yale University 
and is taken from his Martin Luther Christmas Book with the kind 
permission of Westminster Press, publisher, and Muhlenberg Press. 
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-LWR Official Deplores 
Powdered Milk Stoppage 


Lutheran World Relief’s top execu- 
ive asked Acting Secretary of Agricul- 
re True D. Morse to reflect on the 
humanitarian considerations” involved 
n halting supplies of powdered milk for 
vetseas relief purposes. 

Bernard E. Confer of New York, 
xecutive secretary of LWR, said he and 
ther representatives of the American 
ouncil of Voluntary Agencies met 
ith Mr. Morse in Washington to 
share our acute and immediate need.” 

The emergency arose after the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture abruptly cut 
off dry-milk supplies to voluntary agen- 
ies in the middle of October because 
| surplus no longer exists in this com- 
inodity. 
| “We asked the USDA’s acting secre- 
ary,’ Mr. Confer reported, “to help 
vith a more orderly phase-out of non- 
at dry-milk shipments which takes into 
ccount humanitarian considerations.” 
He explained that one third of the 
ood sent abroad by LWR is powdered 
nilk received through surplus com- 
nodity channels of the USDA. In 1958 
WR’s shipments of food for overseas 
elief needs totaled 172 million pounds. 
] Hardest hit as a result of the ter- 
Inination of milk supplies, Mr. Confer 
aid, are the child-feeding projects. 
“Ninety per cent of India’s program 
geared to child feeding in schools 
which are both Christian and Hindu,” 
he pointed out, and he added that milk 
s also the basic commodity in frontier- 
village feeding stations in Jordan. 

- Another example of distribution, he 
vent on, is the mobile milk canteen 
which is giving dramatic service to chil- 
Wren among Chinese refugees in Hong 
Kong. 

Mr. Confer emphasized that counter- 
bart agencies abroad should also be 
considered because they have made in- 
estments and obtained manpower to 
distribute surplus milk. 

“We have always interpreted this as 

temporary program to the people 
ith whom we work overseas,” the re- 
ief executive related. “They knew that 
someday these surplus commodities 

ould no longer be available; but they 
annot understand the suddenness of 
he action.” i 
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According to Mr. Confer, Acting 
Secretary Morse did not make any com- 
mitments, but he did tell the group of 
relief officials that he understood the 
seriousness of the situation and that it 
would be studied by the department. 


TWO SONS OF STAFF MEMBERS 
DROWN IN NEW GUINEA RIVER 


Ivan Heppner, 7, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lou Heppner, and Don Gerber, Jr., 5, son 
of Teacher and Mrs. Don Gerber, were 
drowned on Sunday, Nov. 22, according 
to a cable from New Guinea. 

The boys were swept into the rushing 
Lai River from a nearby creek where they 
had been playing. Only Donny’s body 
had been recovered when funeral and me- 
morial services were held Nov. 24. 

The Heppners, lay missionaries from 
Australia, entered our work in 1949. They 
have two other sons, Jeff, 9, and Allan, 6. 

The Gerbers have been in charge of 
the school for missionaries’ children since 
late 1957. They also have a daughter, 
Lynda Jean, 1. 

“Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to 
the families and the whole mission staff 
in this tragic experience,’ says Dr. H. H. 
Koppelmann, Acting Executive Secretary 
of Synod’s Board for World Missions. 


Must Make Africa 
Major Mission Interest 


The missionary movement in the 
United States must take a major in- 
terest in the African continent if there 
is to be any hope of Christianizing the 
pagan masses there now being wooed 
by Islam and influenced by Marxist 
Communism. 

This warning was sounded by Dr. 
Joost de Blank, Anglican archbishop 
of Capetown, at a press conference 
after his return from a lecture tour of 
the U.S. and Great Britain. 

Meanwhile, he said, the whole world 
should know what the church in South 
Africa is doing to fight the evil of racial 
segregation in its own country. 

Dr. de Blank said that “at present 
there is a tremendous growth of Islam 
in the African continent.” 

“The trump card in the hands of 
Islamic missionaries,” he explained, “is 
that they can point the finger at Chris- 
tians and claim that Christianity is the 
religion of the white man only.” 
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News of the Church in the World 


Christmas at Yaramanda 
By O. C. Hintze 


If you step into our Yaramanda, New 
Guinea, church on Christmas Day, 
more than the usual Christmas tree 
meets your eye. Flowers of every hue 
are inserted all along the plaited cane 
of the walls. Palmlike fronds tucked in 
where wall meets roof form a pleasing 
garland all around the inside. Bunches 
of bright-red flowers and dark-red 
leaves have been tied about each of the 
inside posts. Many kinds of bright 
summery flowers are in the altar vases. 

There are no snow scenes — no sim- 
ulated icicles hanging from the casua- 
rina tree in the front of the church. 
You have stepped into a tropical Christ- 
mas scene where the beauty of a Savior 
born for us is expressed in color. 

In the center of the church is a slide 
projector and near the altar a large 
screen. Color film will make the mean- 
ing of “Immanuel” live for the people. 

You can’t put your foot down for 
fear of stepping on someone. Rough- 
hewn plank benches are packed with 
people, and men, women, and children 
sit on all the available floor space. 
Some 1,200 have crowded in; about 300 
more will listen through the walls. 

Without an organ, the hymn almost 
bursts the walls. What is said in unison 
sounds like a roaring waterfall. 

With doors and windows shut and 
the church darkened, the great news 
of Baby Jesus is once more told. 

After worshiping the Savior the peo- 
ple sit outside awhile, enjoying the 
peace of Christmas. 


During Yaramanda Christmas service 


n News of the Church in the World 
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Offers Bread of Life 
Above Tokyo Bakery 


Bakeries and bakeshops have assumed 
new importance in Japan since that 
nation’s rice and fish diet has been sup- 
plemented by baked goods, especially 
delicious cakes and thickly sliced sand- 
wiches. 

Even greater importance has come to 
the baking establishment of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fujii. For their home above their 
bakery and bakeshop, not far from the 
famous Asakusa amusement area in 
Tokyo, is the house of worship for the 
North Sumida Lutheran Mission, one 
of Synod’s newest in the city. 

Many who attend the weekly Bible 
and instruction classes work in the 
bakery, including the Fujiis and their 
three children. 

On the Saturday before Christmas 
1958, about a year after Candidate 
Seigi Yoshinaga began the mission in 
his student days, the first three candi- 
dates for Holy Baptism were received 
into membership after an impressive 
candlelight service. 

Besides a TV set, the Fujiis’ living 
room has some unconventional fur- 
nishings — an altar and an organ. Mem- 
bers of the group purchased the organ 
and paid for it from their own funds. 

Mr. Yoshinaga meets with several 
groups as part of his evangelistic work 
in Tokyo. He comes to the Fujii home 
each week. There he offers to people — 
makers of perishable bread for the city’s 
millions — that imperishable Bread of 
Life which nurtures believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


NLC and Missouri Synod 
Set Doctrinal Talks 


Representatives of the National Lu- 
theran Council and the Missouri Synod, 
who met Noy. 19 in Chicago, agreed to 
discuss the doctrinal basis of co-opera- 
tion among Lutheran church bodies 
“the first part of July.” 

In addition to compiling a detailed 
résumé of present co-operative activ- 
ities, each group will ask a committee of 
theologians to prepare statements on the 
doctrinal questions involved. 

Attendance at the July 1960 meeting 
in Chicago will be limited to the 15 
members of the Council’s Executive 
Committee, plus a few theologians as 
consultants, and a group of similar or 
smaller size from the Missouri Synod. 

The NLC is the agency of eight Lu- 
theran bodies, numbering 5,362,000 
members. The 2,442,933-member Mis- 
souri Synod, not an affiliate, has work- 
ing relationships with the Council 
through the Lutheran Service Com- 
mission, the Lutheran Refugee Service, 
and Lutheran World Relief. 

Representatives of the Missouri 
Synod at the meeting last month were 
President John W. Behnken; Planning 
Counselor L. B. Meyer; and three mem- 
bers of the Committee on Doctrinal 
Unity: Dr. Alfred O. Fuerbringer, 
Dr. Martin H. Franzmann, and Prof. 
Herbert J. Bouman of the St. Louis 
seminary faculty. 

Dr. Norman A. Menter, president of 
the NLC, presided at the two-hour ses- 
sion, and Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive 
director, reviewed the extent to which 


Candlelight service in living room of Fujii home above bakery in Tokyo. 


the Council and the Missouri Synoc 
now co-operate. 

Also in attendance were the presii 
dents of seven of the NLC’s eight par: 
ticipating bodies: Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry (ULCA), Dr. Fredrick A. Schiotz 
(ELC), Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen (Au: 
gustana), Dr. John M. Stensvaag (Lui 
theran Free Church), Dr. Henry 
Schuh (ALC), Dr. William Larsen 
(UELC), and Dr. Alfred Jensen 
(AELC). Suomi Synod President War: 
gelin was in Europe. 


Mrs. JUNKO KoOKUBA, chief clerk at the 
Lutheran Hour office in Naha, Okii 
nawa, is kept busy by the 500 enrollecd 
in the Bible Correspondence Course. 


Correction 


In a news item concerning Saim 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, near White 
hall, Wis., the WiTNEss (Sept. 22} 
stated that the congregation “approved 
a new constitution allowing womer 
members to vote on church matters.” | 

It was also stated that the “new cons 
stitution of St. Paul’s also provides, con4 
trary to synodical policy, that church 
membership shall not be denied to lodged 
members.” 

Rey. Richard A. Buege, pastor of thes 
church, writes the WITNEss: | 

“Your article made it read as thought 
women were first given the right to voted 
in the new constitution. But the fact of 
the matter is that women have had the 
right to vote at St. Paul’s since 1934. 

“The constitution of St. Paul’s does 
not provide that church membershipy 
shall not be denied to lodge mem4 
bensaeeae 

“Furthermore, St. Paul’s does not be 
long to any synod. Therefore we ar 
not held to obey any certain policy off 
a synod.” 
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Lutheran Agencies Serve 
As “Agents of Christ” 


“Agents of Christ, continuing in His 
Word and work” — thus Rev. Howard 
. Schoenfeldt, president of the Coun- 
il of Lutheran Agencies, characterized 
he work of its member groups when 
he Council recently met in Watertown, 
Wis. 

“The auxiliary agencies,” said the 
Livingston, N. J., pastor, “carry on their 
espective ministries in the spirit of 
yur Savior, who ‘went about all Galilee, 
eaching in their synagogs and preach- 
ng the Gospel of the Kingdom and 
1ealing all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease among the people.’ ”’ 

Established by resolution of the 1950 
synodical convention and reaffirmed by 
sach succeeding delegate synod, the 
Council of Lutheran Agencies is a vol- 
intary association of nine auxiliary 
agencies operating within The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. 


Two groups care for the mentally 
retarded: Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Home of the West, Terra Bella, Calif., 
and Bethesda Lutheran Home, Water- 
‘own, Wis. Both place special em- 
phasis on the spiritual care of the chil- 
dren through morning and evening 
shapel exercises, Sunday services, con- 
irmation classes, Christian day schools, 
and Bible schools. 

At the Wisconsin school new struc- 
tures erected with “Building for Christ” 
funds are now in use: the Christian day 
school, the manual arts building, the 
new men’s and women’s residence halls, 
and the hospital wing. Both institutions 
are conducting a study of the geographi- 
cal areas to be served. 

Two Council members teach the 
deaf: Mill Neck Manor Lutheran 
School for the Deaf and Detroit Lu- 
theran School for the Deaf. The 
New York school serves an enrollment 
of 90, while the Michigan school is 
operating at a capacity of 106; each has 
17 teachers. Synod’s Board of Missions 
ro the Deaf has asked the Mill Neck 
faculty to develop textbooks for the 
spiritual needs of deaf children. A vet- 
sran teacher will devote full time to 
this project. 


Valparaiso University, the largest 
single agency of the Council, is ob- 
serving its centennial year. In addition 
fo its recently completed chapel and 
library, the university is constructing 
4 men’s dormitory. The enrollment has 
reached an all-time high of 2,500. 
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News of the Church in the World q 
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FOUR BAPTIZED CHILDREN at Grace Chapel, Hong Kong, sang “Thy Little Ones, 
Dear Lord, Are We” at the 1958 Christmas Eve service. 


Closely allied with Valparaiso is the 
Lutheran Deaconess Association, whose 
new headquarters building, erected 
with “Building for Christ” funds, is ad- 
jacent to the university campus. By 
resolution of the San Francisco con- 
vention deaconess students are now per- 
mitted to enter synodical schools, a step 
which will help expand the deaconess 
services. Current enrollment is 75 girls. 

The American Lutheran Publicity 
Bureau has enlarged its “Sharing Christ” 
program. The coming Lenten season 
will witness a renewed emphasis on this 
avenue of evangelistic outreach. 


The Walther League is associated 
with the Council in behalf of the Wheat 
Ridge seals program. Studies are being 
made of the future utilization of the 
Lutheran Sanatorium at Wheat Ridge, 
Colo. A portion of this structure may 
be transferred to the proposed Lutheran 
General Hospital in Denver. The Lu- 
theran Medical Missions phase of the 
work is receiving additional emphasis 
through the movie A Place to Go. 

The Lutheran Hour, sponsored by 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League, is fac- 
ing network and station changes which 
have substantially increased the cost 
of operation in the United States. Over- 
seas the Gospel broadcast has en- 
countered difficulties in Tangier, Mo- 
rocco, and Luxembourg. Nationalism 
and Communism are threatening the 
missionary outreach of the church. 

“The members of the Council of Lu- 
theran Agencies earnestly desire to serve 
our congregations and their members,” 
President Schoenfeldt commented. “We 
plead that our pastors, teachers, and 
congregations may continue to give the 
member agencies the benefit of their 
prayers and their generous support.” 
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To Tour Foreign Missions, 
Represent Missouri Synod 
At Meetings, Conferences 


Two Missouri Synod officials will 
leave St. Louis Jan. 1, 1960, to visit 
foreign mission fields and to represent 
the church body at meetings and con- 
ferences. 

Dr. Oliver R. Harms, First Vice- 
President of Synod, and Prof. Lor- 
man M. Petersen, member of the Board 
for World Missions, will stop in Lon- 
don, Frankfurt, and Rome en route to 
Trivandrum, India. 

During their six-day stay in Tri- 
vandrum the officials will attend the 
convention of the India Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Jan. 14 and 15. The 
IELC, accepted by the San Francisco 
convention as a sister church, will con- 
tinue to receive “our assistance in men 
and money” in the hope that the young 
church “may soon become completely 
self-sustaining.” 

The resolution of acceptance directed 
the Board for World Missions to serve 
as administrative liaison between the 
IELC and the Missouri Synod. 

Vice-President Harms and Professor 
Petersen, after making brief stops in 
Bangalore and Calcutta, India, will 
attend two- and three-day conferences 
in Hong Kong, Manila, Taipei, and To- 
kyo. Their return to the United States 
is scheduled for Feb. 5. 


Count 1,834 Luther Descendants 


The 16th-century German reformer 
Martin Luther, who was born 476 years 
ago last Nov. 10, now has 1,834 de- 
scendants, according to a new genea- 
logical book issued in Germany. 


a News of the Church tn the World 


Concordia’s Open House 
Draws 5,000 Visitors 


More than 5,000 persons from 
Greater St.Louis visited Concordia 
Publishing House during its 90th-anni- 
versary open house, Nov. 10 ariG alale 
Besides seeing the plant with its 600 
employees in full operation, they viewed 
exhibits showing various stages in the 
manufacture of a book. 

Area parochial school pupils, teach- 
ers, and parents took part in Concor- 
dia’s first book fair Nov. 7, when over 
500 children’s books were on display. 
This anniversary feature marked Na- 
tional Children’s Book Week. 

Authors who discussed their 1959 
Concordia publications at a book-and- 
author dinner Noy. 6 included Dr. 
Charles A. Behnke, Dr. Otto P. Kretz- 
mann, Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan, and Dr. 
Alfred M. Rehwinkel. 

Speaking on the motto of Synod’s 
publishing house and its anniversary 
theme, “Printing for Eternity,” Dr. 
Kretzmann urged that Concordia con- 
tinue speaking to a world that “is sick 
and has lost the capacity to respond 
meaningfully to its spiritual and cultural 
roots.” 

Be Printin om tOnmmeELernityssamihemsalds 
“is the most relevant thing Concordia 
can do in an age like ours. This means 
printing Jesus Christ. Whether we print 
history, dogma, or devotions, the print- 
ing is always Christ.” 


Over 5,000 people saw CPH in operation during its 90th-anniversary open house? 


A service of worship and praise 
climaxed Concordia’s 90th-anniversary 
observance Nov. 15, when employees 
and their families assembled in Mes- 
siah Church of St. Louis. “The House 
Addicted to Serve” (1 Corinthians 
16:15) was the theme of the anniver- 
sary sermon by Rev. W. Harry Krieger, 
President of the Michigan District and 
chairman of Synod’s General Literature 
Board. 


URRY 
“Personal 


MY SAVIOR’S CAUSE AND I 


Soon again I will travel in spirit 
to the manger in Bethlehem. 

What does Jesus’ coming into the 
world really mean to me? 

Do I fully realize how my life in 
Him and my eternity with Him are 
all that actually matter when all is 
said and done, when life here is lived 
and gone? 

How devoted am I to Him and 
His great cause of the salvation of 
the sinner? 

Do I worship Him and make Him 
known to others as ardently as did 
the shepherds? Do I adore Him and 
bring gifts as generous as those of 
the Wise Men who came from far? 


How interested am I in complying 
with my God and Savior’s commis- 
sion to bring the good news of sal- 
vation through repentance and faith 
in Him to everyone everywhere? 

Out of love and gratitude for my 
forgiveness and salvation through 
faith in Him, do I— 

pray for His cause — regularly? 

work for His cause — diligently? 

give for His cause — cheerfully? 
live for His cause — continually? 

In my daily life under all circum- 
stances everywhere, always, am I a 
salt that has not lost its savor, a light 
that has not lost its brightness, a wit- 
ness that has not lost its influence? 

Am I aware of the fact that I and 
my fellow Christians throughout the 
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In a letter of invitation to employeess 
Dr. O. A. Dorn, General Manager off 
the firm since 1941, voiced the keynote 
of the entire anniversary celebration:: 
“The Lord has been good to us indi-- 
vidually and as an organization.” 

Dr. Dorn announced the service ass 
an opportunity “for all of us, as a fam-- 
ily of Christian co-workers, to gather 
for worship and thanksgiving and to) 
ask God for His continued blessing.”’ 


world are the Pauls and the Peters 
and the Johns and the Timothys 
and the Dorcases and the Priscillas 
and the Lydias of the 20th century, 
the go-betweens between a merci- 
ful and forgiving God and a sinful 
and lost world? 

Am I failing my own flesh and 
blood or helping them? Am I failing 
my generation or helping it? Am 
I failing the cause of my Lord and 
Savior and God or helping it? 

Throughout the Christian Church 
there are many who by God’s grace 
and the power of His Spirit are liv- 
ing consecrated and dedicated lives 
in devotion to Him and His glorious 
redemption. Am I numbered among 
them? 

Said my Savior: “I must work the 
works of Him that sent Me.” 

Am I saying: I must work the 
works of Him that sent me? 


RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 
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Peace on Earth - 


WHERE? 


By Carl Albert Gieseler 


“Peace, peace, when there is no 
sace.” Thus God characterized the 
reaching of false priests and prophets 
s0ut six hundred years before Christ. 
-Peace, peace,” cries the modern 
ilse prophet Khrushchev in many pub- 
> pronouncements and on frequent 
avels in Communist and non-Com- 
lunist countries. However, the past 
sts of Communist leaders make many 
| the Western world doubt his sincerity. 
“Peace on earth” was the promise of 
1¢ Christmas angels on Bethlehem’s 
elds. But the message that the birth 
f the Christ Child would bring peace 
n earth has throughout the centuries 
een received by many with consider- 
ble doubt and skepticism. Are the 
hristmas angels also false prophets? 


Not Earthly Peace 


It is evident that a continuous har- 
iony between nations and a constant 
ve among individuals were not fore- 
jid. When the Christ Child had grown 
to manhood, He said: “Think not 
vat I am come to send peace on earth; 
came not to send peace but a sword” 
Matthew 10:34). Not external peace 
ould He bring but dissension concern- 
1g Himself. Still the angels proclaimed 
t His birth: “Peace on earth.” 

Jesus was born during the Pax Ro- 
1ana, the time of a dictated peace by 
1e Roman conqueror among many sub- 
gated nations. This peace was fol- 
ywed by many wars, persecutions of 
‘hristians, and bloody suppressions of 
‘hristians by other Christians. Where 
yas the “peace on earth”? 

‘There was a period of comparative 
eace in recent times: from 1870 to 
914 there was no major war among 
1e great and powerful nations. But 
nce the First World War this planet 
as not seen even comparative peace 
nd quietness. Today we ask: “When 
ill this poor world find peace again?” 


Four Decades 


Paging through some old volumes 
f news magazines and religious peri- 
dicals, we take a look at the last four 
ecades. 

1919: The nations are recovering 
-om the First World War, bewildered 
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And the angel 
said unto them, 
“Fear not, 

for, behold, 

| bring you 
good tidings 
of great joy, 
which shall be 
to all people. 
For unto you 
is born this day 
in the city 

of David 

a Savior, 

which is Christ 
the Lord.” 


because it was preceded by peace move- 
ments and campaigns. 

1929: The great depression! The con- 
gregation served at the time by this 
writer had just dedicated a new school 
and parish house. Payments had to be 
met by members who were out of work 
or whose incomes had been greatly re- 
duced. This plight was multiplied many 
times over in the religious and business 
world. Peaceless years. 

1939: The Second World War had 
begun. Lights were going out again in 
Europe — and in the world. Ambassa- 
dor Kennedy had returned to the United 
States from London, counseling our 
people: “Stay out of the war. This is 
not our war.” But eventually we were 
drawn or led into it. Still the Christ- 
mas bells rang out: “Peace on earth.” 

1949: In December a Reuter’s dis- 
patch from Berlin: “In Saxony Christ 
is being taken out of Christmas. School- 
teachers announce that, as in the time 
of the Nazis, so now, Communism 
would not permit any Christmas carols 
in which reference is made to the Christ 
Child.” No “peace on earth” in the 
cradle land of the Reformation. 

1959: In the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
(Nov. 3) Dr. Herman A. Mayer writes: 
“Communism not only dominates two 
fifths of the world’s population today 
but has also quite effectively closed the 
areas it controls to any active Christian 
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missionary work.” — Chinese Com- 
munists invade Ladakh, inhabited by 
Tibetans but belonging to India, causing 
new concern in the crisis-weary Western 
democracies. — On the national scene: 
Gangsters and racketeers still have their 
strongholds in big and little cities; the 
great U.S. A., state and local govern- 
ments, all law-enforcement agencies 
have not found a way to curb and sup- 
press them. — Headlines on the front 
page of a great metropolitan newspaper 
a few Sundays ago: “Quiz Nancy, 
Age 6, on Slaying of Her Mother by 
Divorced Father.” ‘“Shakedowns and 
Selling Jobs in Big Movie Union.” 
“Bellhop Killer of Two Seized as He 
Is Holding Up Cement Plant.” 

And yet the Christmas angels con- 
tinue to sing: “Peace on earth.” 


Refrain True? 


Hear the whole message of the first 
Christmas preacher: “Fear not, for, be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord.” Hear the complete anthem of 
the angels’ choir: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” 

The words “on earth peace” are often 
quoted without the key words “Glory 
to God.” These key words give the 

(Continued on page 19) 
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All the great indicatives of the Bible} 
that proclaim to us God’s redemptive} 
acts for us lost sinners and announce; 
His grace and gifts “for faith” involve: 
imperatives — imperatives, to be sure,, 
but so padded with mercy and wrapped 
up in love that we feel them as priv-- 
ileges, not so much as demands. } 

The “therefore” of appeal to action) 
self-evidently lies also in the Advent: 
message of salvation through the first | 
coming of the Lord here upon earth to} 
work out our redemption and in | 
message of the second coming of the | 
Son of God to consummate our sal- 
vation. 

Here and Now 


I 
| 
We have been following the apostle} 
John as he mounts to the highest region | 
of hope, proclaiming the glorious des- 
tiny of the children of God. And now, 
without a pause, he passes on to the 
plainest practical talk. 
Like the eagle, his symbol in Chris- | 
tian art, he has soared to the highest 
heaven, and, again like the eagle, he 
plummets right down to earth and sets 
before us our hope as a moral dy- 
namic in our lives: : 
“We shall be like Him. . . we shall 
see Him as He is. And [for John this 
“and” is equivalent to “therefore”] 
every man that hath this hope in Him 
[Christ] purifieth himself, even as He 
[Jesus Christ, was and] is pure.” 
So John tells us: “You expect to be 
like Jesus yonder; well, then, you'll be 
trying to be like Him right eres | 
Joseph, summoned before Pharaoh, | 
first shaved and changed clothes. Be- 
fore entering the Temple a Jew had to 
purify himself. Similarly, when we go 
to the house of God, we cleanse our- 
selves and put on our Sunday clothes. — 
But yonder the children of God eX- 
pect to appear in the presence of their 
King, in His heavenly sanctuary. Surely 
such hope must spur us on right here 
and now to strive with all the aid sup- 
plied by the Holy Spirit, with all the 
strength nourished by the means of 
grace, to purify our souls, our hearts, 
our lives from the sins that still beset us. 
If we realize our present dignity as the 
children of God and if we know that 
God is going to bestow still greater 
glory upon us yonder, perfecting Hi 
work in us, why, we simply cannot liv 
like those who do not share our hope. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Our hope is founded and grounded 
on the reality of Christ Himself, 
the Word of God made flesh. 


The Power of Hope 


Even in a purely human way hope is 
a power. The anticipation of better 
things to come is common to men and 
usually is an energy that produces ac- 
tion. Distant visions of hope, even if 
based merely on aspirations without any 
guarantee of fulfillment, have been suf- 
ficient to mold lives. 


What was it, for example, that roused 
Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, to 
become the fearless leader of his people 
but the hope that was set before him, 
while he was a mere lad, that one day 
he might avenge the wrongs done his 
country? 

What was it that led discoverers like 
Columbus to venture on perilous and 
uncharted seas but visions of lands be- 
yond that might possibly reward per- 
severing enterprise? 

How much greater must be the dy- 
namic power of our Christian hope! 
For our hope is not built on probabil- 
ities; it is not a mere human anticipation 
and aspiration. Our hope is founded 
and grounded on the reality of Christ 
Himself, the Word of God made flesh, 
who has come forth from the bosom of 
the Father and has assured us, “In My 
Father’s house are many mansions... . 
And I go to prepare a place for you.” 
Thus Christ Himself is the solid Rock 
on which we establish our hope. 


Compelling Force 


Human hopes are proverbially delu- 
sive. Abraham Cowley says: “Hope, 
fortune’s cheating lottery! Where for 
one prize an hundred blanks there be.” 

But our Christian hope is not a cheat- 
ing lottery. The Christian doesn’t even 
reckon with any possibility of nonful- 
fllment of his hope. The idea that it 
could be delusive is foreign to the 
Christian concept of hope. No, the 
Christian says with John in the epistle, 
“We know that when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
aim as He is.” 

Such confident expectation based on 
he immutable promise of God and the 
witness of His Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
therefore, must be a compelling force in 
he life of everyone that “hath this 
n0pe.” Like the sunshine which travels 
incharted distances to make the morn- 
ng-glories and other flowers open. their 


JECEMBER 15, 1959 


i 


grateful petals, so also that sun of hope 
which gilds for us the horizon at the 
bounds of life unfolds the fair flowers 
of purity. “Everyone that hath this 
hope” — of being like Jesus yonder — 
“purifieth himself.” 

And make no mistake about it, we 
children of God need purification. Early 
in the epistle John has given us the well- 
known words: “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” So already the old 
prophet, under the scrutiny of God’s 
judgment, had said that “all our right- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags.” We need 
forgiveness not only for our bad works, 
we need forgiveness also for our so- 
called good works. Yet the child of 
God, the new creature of God, cleansed 
by the blood of Christ from all guilt, 
given a new nature which delights in 
God’s Law, will strive for perfection. 


Victory Assured 


And, pray, what greater encourage- 
ment could you and I have for such 
moral striving, for listening to the 
“therefore” of appeal to action, than 
the assurance that we shall not fail but 
shall reach the goal? “We shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 


In a battle with the Volscians the 
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Romans, having routed the enemy, took 
up the pursuit of the fleeing foe. They 
begged their general, Coriolanus, who 
was half dead with wounds and fatigue, 
to retire to the camp. “It is not for the 
victor to tire of battle,” cried the gen- 
eral and joined in the onrush of his men. 


So it is not for the believer in Christ 
Jesus to tire of the battle of the spirit 
against the flesh. Even though the battle 
must go on until death’s angel calls 
a halt, and even though often the spirit 
is willing but the flesh is weak, we can 
struggle on manfuliy because God Him- 
self is working in us and the victory is 
assured. “We shall be like Him, we 
shall see Him as He is.” 


Onward, then, children of God! In 
the power of your hope purify your- 
selves even as Christ Jesus is pure, emu- 
lating His example. He gave Himself 
wholly in love in the service of His Fa- 
ther, obedient to His will, and therefore 
wholly to His brethren in loving service. 
His pattern of life beckons us on. His 
blood covers all our imperfections, and 
His grace will lead us to perfection. We 
shall be like Him when He appears, 
for we shall see Him as He is. It is not, 
then, for the victor to tire of the battle. 
“Everyone that hath this hope in Him 
purifieth himself, even as He is pure.” 
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A Blessed CHLISCMAS sy sow. senses 


“NEW THINKING DOOMS ALL RELIGIONS.” 
Under this caption the Chicago Daily Tribune of Nov. 27, 
1959, reported the Thanksgiving Day lecture of Sir Julian 
Huxley at convocation exercises in the Rockefeller Memorial 
Chapel of the University of Chicago. 

Huxley, called a “professed atheist” by another Chicago 
paper, claimed that, like the earth, “religion evolved.” “Like 
these” (other early organizations of human thought), he 
said, religions “are destined to disappear in competition with 
other, truer, and more embracing thought organizations. . . Ae 
The paper reported that 2,500 great scholars attended the 
convocation. 

What shocking claims! Yet we need not be surprised 
that the enemies of Christ want to doom the Christian reli- 
gion and deny the existence of God. The psalmist of old 
asked: “Why do the heathen rage and the people imagine 
a vain thing?” Again the psalmist declared: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no God,” but he added immedi- 
ately, “They are corrupt, they have done abominable works.” 

Over against all these wild and arrogant claims the Lord 
Jesus wants you and me to know that “the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against” the Christian church. Despite the most 
vicious onslaughts throughout the centuries the Christian 
religion continues to tell the world that there is a God and 
that “the heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma- 
ment showeth His handiwork.” More than that, the church 
continues to proclaim that God in His boundless love sent 
His only-begotten Son into the flesh to be the Propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world. 


Our Certainty and Assurance 


We can remain confident that “the Lord of hosts is with 
us.” Jesus said: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My 
words shall not pass away.” Thus we can rest assured that 
also the simple but marvelous account of Christ’s birth is 
a positive fact. The manger in Bethlehem’s cattle cave 
cradled the God-man. This is why the angel told the shep- 
herds: “Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy.” Firmly believing this, I wish every member of 
our Synod: 


A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


The Babe of Bethlehem came for a purpose which only 
God could have conceived. Not even the wisest philosophers 
on earth could ever have imagined anything like it. In fact, 
when God in His Word or through the preaching of the 
church informs natural man about it, he considers it foolish- 
ness. Only the mind which God has enlightened and the 
heart which God has renewed by implanting faith can 
understand it. 

What then was this glorious purpose? The angel in- 
structed Joseph concerning the Child which would be born 
of Mary through the miraculous working of the Holy Ghost, 
“Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His peo- 
ple from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus Himself said: 
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (Luke 19:10). And: “The Son of Man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister [serve] and to give His 
life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Through St. Paul 
the Holy Spirit informs us: “He hath made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the right- 
eousness of God in Him” (1 Corinthians 5:21). Christ came 
to redeem us, to earn for us forgiveness, peace with God, 
and eternal life. 
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Christ’s Kingdom 


Christ came to establish His Kingdom. His forerunner, 
John the Baptist, called the people to repentance and ad- 
vanced as urgent reason: “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 9:35). The Jews accused Him of claiming 
to be a king. Before Pilate, Jesus confessed that His king- 
dom is not of this world but a kingdom of truth, not a 
temporal but a spiritual kingdom. 

Without a doubt Christ came to establish His kingdom, 
But what a strange way to accomplish this! God’s Son was 
born of a woman in bitter poverty. During His earthly 
sojourn He declared, “The Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His head” (Matthew 8:20). He had comparatively few 
followers. In the crucial moment even His closest disciples 
forsook Him. Wicked hands nailed Him to the cross, and 
there He died the most disgraceful of all deaths. 

Is this the way to establish a glorious kingdom? Yes, 
indeed! We must remember that Christ rose from the dead 
and ascended into heaven. Through St. Paul the Holy Spirit 
informs us that God “set Him at His own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality and power and 
might and dominion and every name that is named not only 
in this world but also in that which is to come; and hath 
put all things under His feet and gave Him to be the Head 
over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness 
of Him that filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1:20-23) t 

As fellow citizens of this glorious kingdom of Christ 
I greet you this Christmas season. What a wonderful priv- 
ilege you and I enjoy! Christ received us — washed and 
cleansed by His precious blood — into His kingdom as natu- 
ralized citizens. He has enlisted us pastors, professors, teach- 
ers, men, women, young people, and children “to live under 
Him in His kingdom and to serve Him.” Whatever time, 
talents, and treasure He has given us we are to place at His 
disposal in hallowed God-pleasing service. He deigns to use 
us as workers for the advancement of His kingdom. 


——————————, 
TT 


s 


Unlimited Opportunities for Service 


Christ offers us practically unlimited opportunities for 
such service. In every congregation there is work to do, - 
work for Christ and His cause, not only for the pastor and | 
Christian day school teachers but also for the laity. God 
has blessed some with a good voice to sing in the choir. 
Others are gifted to teach in Sunday school. Then there 
must be the “big brothers and sisters” to the young people, 
the leaders and workers in the LLL (or men’s club), the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, the altar guild, and 
other auxiliary organizations. 

Every congregation needs officers and committees. The 
elders or deacons assist the pastor in looking after the spir- | 
itual welfare of the members: they visit and admonish the 
careless and indifferent, call on prospects, and aid in caring 
for the sick. The trustees look after the physical properties. 
The finance officers and committees give attention to the 
congregation’s financial needs and also strive to increase 
interest for the work of the District and Synod. f 

’ 


Every Member Visit 


: 

During the past years Synod’s Stewardship Department 

has placed special emphasis on the Every Member Visit 

(EMV). Members of the congregation, after receiving special - 

instruction and preparation, visit the homes of our peo- 
(Continued on page 23) 
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All you who lie on beds of pain 

And you who want on Christmas morn, 
You have a cause for joy of heart: 

For in God’s bounties you have part 

If you believe in Christ the Lord, 

Who was today a Savior born. 


All you who sorrow and are sad 

And you who mourn on Christmas morn, 
You have a cause for joy of heart: 

In God’s salvation you have part 

If you believe in Christ the Lord, 

Who was today a Savior born. 


Not all are sad, nor sick, nor poor, 
Not all have sorrow Christmas morn, 
But all have cause for joy of heart: 
For in God’s mercies all have part 
Who do believe that Christ the Lord 
Was for their sin a Savior born. 


Representatives of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the 
Lutheran Service Society of 
New York, Buffalo, N. Y., 
prepare over 2,000 Christmas 
gifts for distribution in many 
institutions under the direc- 
tion of Rev. Holger G. Cat- 
tau, executive secretary of 
the society. 


A worker signs “Merry Christmas” 
to a deaf resident in the Lutheran 
Home ‘for the Aged, Westlake, Ohio. 
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During the Christmas season about 3,000 patients in 
several institutions are remembered with gifts of love 
by the Women’s Auxiliary of the Lutheran Mission 
Society (WALMS) of Rochester, N. Y., under the 
guidance of Dr. Charles A. Behnke, mission director; 
Rev. Paul H. Laabs, chaplain; and Mrs. H. Fred 
Miller, visitor. What better way to “let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven”? 


The message of God’s love in Christ is preached in all our 
Lutheran hospitals by our chaplains every Sunday — and 


certainly also during the Christmas season. At Lutheran 
Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio, Rev. Lester W. Draheim, 
chaplain, has charge of the Christmas festivities. Every 


nook and corner of this hospital (and of all other Lutheran 
hospitals) is decorated to remind patients and visitors of 
the Savior’s birth. 
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On the Pacific Coast our institutional chaplains serve: 
thousands of people in scores of institutions in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Oakland, San Diego, Portland, Seattle, andi 
other major cities. These women assist Rev. Henry O. Theiss; 
in San Francisco hospitals by giving the patients visible evi- 
dence of their Christian love and concern at Christmas time.) 


The Lutheran Home for the Aged in Westlake, Ohio, 
of which Rey. Roland C. Bosse is executive and chaplain, 


shelters many invalid guests. This double amputee, 


though totally blind, appreciates the gift of love given to 
her at Christmas time. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


The cheer and happiness of Christmas penetrates even prison 
walls. He who has come to “set the prisoner free” is preached 
also in prisons. When the Savior’s birth is celebrated, many a 
prisoner rejoices in his freedom from the slavery of sin. Pictures 
on this page show our Lutheran chaplain in the Iowa State 
Prison, Fort Madison, Iowa, leading his prison congregation in 
Christmas observances. 


Chaplain Peter preaches to the prison 
congregation on Christmas morn. Dec- 
orations and murals are all done by the 
prisoners. Choir, choirmaster, organist — 
all are prisoners. The service opens with 
“Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful.” Scripture 
readings, choir anthems, confession of 
faith, prayers — all the worshipful ele- 
ments of our Lutheran service are there. 
“Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow.” 


Closing scene of the pageant was this 12 18-foot 
painting, with no figures showing. “Black light” pro- 
duced a nighttime effect. 


Regular attendants at the Sunday chapel services presented 
pageant in 1958. Some of the cast were long-term inmates. 
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“The world” includes dependent children, the 
aging in need of care, the handicapped, sick, poor. 
Our health and welfare agencies and _ institu- 
tional chaplaincy services everywhere are spread- 
ing this joy. 


Children at the Lutheran Child Welfare Association’s shel-- 
ter in Addison, Ill., prepare a creche. Our 22 child-care agencies 5 
serving hundreds of children make their lives happier not only’ 
at Christmas but throughout the year. The executive at Addison) 
is Rev. Reuben E. Spannaus. 


The Lutheran Children’s Services, Saint 
Louis, is the oldest of our child-care agencies. | 
Alvin Welp, executive director, and his assist- 
ants make Christmas merry for the children. 


} 


Even a broken hip cannot keep this woman 
from enjoying her Christmas in the infirmary 
at the Westlake, Ohio, Home for the Aged. : 
A rapidly increasing number of “invalid 
aged” are cared for in our many old people’s 
homes and nursing homes. 


The Department of Social Welfare 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


hristmas Greetings trom IDOI 


Y DEAR FRIENDS: 


I am very happy to let you know 
at I am back in India after my visit 
the States and a quick tour around 
e world. It was a thrilling experience 
r me to see my wife and children 
ain and to meet many missionaries 
d other friends when I landed in 
ivandrum on Oct. 1. The good Lord 
§ been very gracious to me in pro- 
sting me in all my travels and in 
inging me back safely to my family 
id to my work at the seminary and in 
e church. My heartfelt thanks are 
ie to all of you for your prayers and 
od wishes for my safe journey. 

I went to America over the Pacific, 
siting Hong Kong, Tokyo, and the 
awaiian Islands, and on my way 
ick I visited England, Paris, Ger- 
any, Geneva, Rome, and Jerusalem. 
herever I was, my hosts and host- 
ses were so good and kind to me. 
ley spared no time nor money nor 
yy other things in making my stay 
th them most happy and enjoyable. 
ords fail to express my feelings ade- 
ately. However, to every one of 
u J want to say, together with my 
fe and children, “Thank you.” 

My visits in the other countries were 
30 most interesting and enjoyable. 
hile I was in Geneva, I had the 
ivilege of meeting some of the offi- 
als of LWF and WCC. 


I can never forget the warm, 
friendly, and personal handshakes I 
had with thousands of fellow Chris- 
tians all over the world and their words 
of greetings and good wishes for the 
India Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod ... is not going to lag behind 
in this task [evangelism], because God 
expects more from her. 


While in the States and in Germany 
I had the thrilling experience of meet- 
ing our former India missionaries who, 
in their day and time, gave themselves 
for the Kingdom work in India with 
devotion, zeal, and sacrifice under 
many difficulties and handicaps. Their 
hearts are still with the India Church! 
We in this generation are reaping the 
fruits of their labors. God bless them 
and their children. We will never for- 
get them and their services for the 
people of India. 


The Lutheran Church in England is 
growing. The work in Hong Kong is 
most fascinating and impressive. The 
effective radio work in Japan is being 
followed by an aggressive evangelistic 
effort. It is surprising how much 
Christian literature has been produced 
by the missionaries in Japan within a 
short period of ten years. The Hawai- 
ian Islands are the most beautiful place 
I visited on this trip. The Hawaiians, 
imbued with the spirit of Aloha (a 


Hawaiian word meaning love, friend- 
ship, good will, good-bye, etc.), are 
carrying the same spirit into the work 
of the church there. 

The contacts and friendships I have 
had the privilege of making on this 
trip are not merely a contact and 
friendship by a single person but a 
contact and friendship made by the 
IELC with the sister churches all over 
the world. I hope we will have more 
Opportunities for closer fellowship. 
Let us, to begin with, exchange greet- 
ings and annual reports between us 
and then also try to exchange fraternal 
delegates. It is my ardent wish that 
many more from the IELC would be 
able to visit the fellow Christians in 
other countries as I did. 

We are trying to improve the spir- 
itual, mental, and economic qualifica- 
tions of our people in order to carry 
out this task [evangelism and stew- 
ardship] more effectively. We have 
many plans. I have described some of 
them to you. It is true we have many 
problems and difficulties. But we know 
that the foreign missionaries who are 
by our side will give us the necessary 
advice and training. 

A happy Christmas and a blessed 
new year. 


Yours in Christ, 


B. H. JACKAYYA 
General Secretary, IELC 


What’s the Meaning? 


THE CHURCH 


_~ The Lutheran church in Spring- 
field is a fine, modern edifice. 

The Lutheran church at Spring- 
field is a very active group of people. 

The Lutheran Church is world- 
wide. 

The church is made up of all the 
people in the world who accept Jesus 
Christ as their Savior and Lord. 

All four of these statements are 
correct. But as we read the Bible, 
we find that the greatest emphasis is 
laid on the definition that the church 
is the combined total of all true be- 

' lievers. 
This is evident from the very word 


that is used for church in Greek, the 
language in which the New Testa- 
ment was originally written. This 
word is ecclesia. The first syllable, 
ec, means out, and the rest of the 
word means called. 

Those who are called out — called 
out of spiritual darkness into the 
marvelous light of the saving knowl- 
edge of God’s grace (1 Peter 2:9), 
those to whom Christ is the Light of 
the world — they are the church. 
(Individual churches or congrega- 
tions are composed of true Chris- 
tians, or true believers, but may also 
include some hypocrites.) 

Again, in Ephesians 2:19, 20 the 
church is compared to a nation of 


fellow citizens and to a family of 
people held together by the com- 
mon bond of blood relationship 
and to a building made up of sepa- 
rate stones put together into one 
structure. 


It is necessary to know that the 


Bible definition of church is the total 
of all believers of every race and na- 
tion and color, for there are those 
who hold that the true church is an 
outward organization — their organ- 
ization. They say that “outside the 
church there is no salvation.” By 
“church” they generally mean their 
own organized church. 


But this statement, “Outside the 


church there is no salvation,” is true 
only when it is made concerning the 
true church —the sum total of all 
believers in Christ. 


FREDERIC NIEDNER 
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Proverbs 


The Seven Pillars of Wisdom 


Proverbs 9:1: “Wisdom hath builded 
her house, she hath hewn out her seven 
pillars.” 


During the period between the two 
World Wars the noted British author- 
adventurer T. E. Lawrence wrote a 
book entitled The Seven Pillars of Wis- 
dom. The title is obviously borrowed 
from our text, but its concept is quite 

_ different. 

When the writer of Proverbs speaks 
of “seven pillars of wisdom,” he does 
not literally mean that seven columns 
uphold a structure called “wisdom.” 
This is rather a poetic way of describ- 


_ ing the idea of wisdom in its entirety —_ 
_ for seven is often used in Scripture as 
a symbolic number to convey the idea — 


of wholeness or perfection. 

In reading the Book of Proverbs, one 
finds it interesting to note the frequency 
with which the writers discuss and em- 
_ phasize wisdom. But this wisdom is 
quite different from the wisdom which 
the world covets. 

Indeed, the world’s idea of wisdom 
is just the opposite of God’s. The world 
has made a fetish of wisdom for its 
own sake. It has enshrined wisdom 
in great temples of learning, and the 
acquisition of wisdom has been ac- 
claimed as the highest good. The key 


- to human happiness, to universal peace, — 


to the elimination of all social and 
economic ills, it is said, is that men 
should become wiser. 

- But see what a world human wisdom 
has created! A confused, fear-ridden 


world, in whose shambles the hosts of 


hell have been holding high carnival. 
Science, which should ennoble man, 
has become the bearer of his doom. 
Men, having in their wisdom fashioned 
a godless world, are now left to live 
_ in a loveless world. 


in a mystery . 
_ princes of this world knew.” But by the 
grace of God the Christian has learned 
that mysterious wisdom of God, for he 
has been made “wise unto salvation 
through faith . . . in Christ Jesus.” 

With this wisdom our life is complete. 
Built on the seven pillars of this wisdom, 
our house will stand secure. 


‘THOMAS COATES 
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And thus, by way of contrast, St. Paul — 
: declares, “We speak the wisdom of God — 
. which none of the — 


The Thanksgiving 


After we have been at the Lord’s 
Table, we give thanks for having re- 
ceived the Lord’s body and blood. 

TO" stress “the “importance, ‘of the 
Prayer of Thanksgiving, an introductory 
versicle from the Psalms precedes it: 

V. Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, 

for He is good: 


R. And His mercy endureth forever. 


In Holy Communion God gives us 
His greatest gifts: the forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation. Therefore we 
express our gratitude to God. 


The Prayer 


This prayer has two parts: We thank 
God for having refreshed and strength- 
ened us at His Table; we pray for con- 
tinued faith in God and for the mani- 
festation of love to our fellow believers 
and communicants. This prayer there- 
fore testifies that to us Holy Com- 
munion is an effective means of God’s 
mercy and grace. 

In accordance with a good and old 
Lutheran custom, congregations sing 
a hymn of praise in the Posteommunion 
part of the Service. The hymns most 
commonly used are “O Lord, We Praise 
Thee? (2; H.7313)\-and’ “Holy~God: 
We Praise Thy Name” (L. H., 250). 
The latter is the hymn version of the 
Te Deum Laudamus. 


The Salutation and Its Response 


As the Service now hastens to its 
close, it continues by using for the 
third time the Salutation and its Re- 
sponse. In it the minister expresses 
the wish that the Lord may be with 
the communicants and all worshipers as 
they leave the church for home. The 
Salutation also implies the wish that 
God be with His people throughout the 
week. 

In the Response the people express 
the wish that God be with their pastor 
in his work during the week. 


The Benedicamus 


The Salutation and Response intro- 
duce also the Benedicamus. This Latin 
word means “Bless we the Lord”; its 
response is the Gratias Deo: “Thanks 
be to God.” 
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The Postcommunion 


The Benedicamus prepares the way 
for the final blessing of the Service. 


The Benediction 


A benediction is the bestowal 0) 
a blessing upon the people. This be? 
stowal is one of the most importan) 
parts of any service of worship. Iti 
pronouncement is one of the moss 
solemn acts of the Service. 

While various segments of the Chriss 
tian Church have used other versions§ 
the so-called Aaronic Benediction! 
named after Aaron, is the generally ac 
cepted form of the Benediction used in 
the Order of Morning Service and in 
the Order of the Holy Communion. 

The so-called Apostolic Benedictior 
(2 Corinthians 13:14) is the Benedic? 
tion for the Church’s minor services§ 
including the Orders of Matins and 0 
Vespers. 


More than a Pious Wish 


In the discussion of the Benediction) 
the book An Explanation of the Coma 
mon Service says: “It is not a mefé 
pious wish but is the actual impartation 
of a blessing from God to the believing 
congregation, as we are assured in 
Numbers 6:27: ‘They [the priests] shalll 
put My name upon the Children of 
Israel; and I will bless them.’ ” (P. 67) 

We note that the singular form thee 
is used in all three verses of the Aaronick 
Benediction. This is done to empha 
size in this instance that what is saidi 
applies to each worshiper. 

The first verse reminds us of the fact 
that God is our Protector and Provider. 
We praise Him because from Him all 
blessings flow. 

The second and third parts of thex 
Benediction are realized by those only) 
who accept in faith what Christ has 
done for them on the cross of Calvary. 

God is gracious to us. He blesses 
Our worship, not because we of our 
selves deserve it, but because God sii 
infinite grace prompts Him to accept 
Jesus’ merit for us and thus also makes 
our worship acceptable to Him. : 

In faith we respond with a hearty} 
“Amen” and thus bring our rich a . 
meaningful Order of the Holy aan 
munion to a close. 


—— 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS} 


What's the 
ANSWER ? 


@ Is the date of Christ’s birth certain? 


Why do Christians experience sickness and trouble 


in their daily lives? 


Question: Can we be sure 
that Jesus was born 1,959 
‘ars ago December 25? 


Answer: This is a question which no 
1€ can presume to answer with finality, 
less perchance the original census 
cord taken at Bethlehem should be 
earthed. Neither the Bible nor his- 
rical records supply the precise data, 
ir is it necessary to have them. The 
ally essential thing is to know that 
sus Christ was born, lived, suffered, 
ed, and rose again for us and for our 
lvation. 

On the other hand, we can from cer- 
in Biblical and historical data estab- 
h with sufficient clarity the brief 
an of years within which the Word 
as made flesh and dwelt among us. 
‘iefly stated, they are: 


1. From certain inscriptions and 
pyri of ancient Egypt it appears that 
2esar Augustus, who ruled the Roman 
moire trom 31 B.C. to A.D. 14, 
dered a general census to be taken 
ery 14 years, the first of which was 
creed for 8 B.C. during the first 
vernorship of Cyrenius (Quirinius) 
om 11 to 8 B.C. Cyrenius appears to 
ve had another term as governor from 
oD. 6 to 9. 


2. That first enrollment, the same 
at- is mentioned in Luke 2:2, took 
ace while King Herod, who died 
B. C., was stil] alive (Matt. 2:1, 20). 
ese two historical dates place the 
rth of Jesus some time between 8 
d 4 B.C. Serious problems made 
advisable for Herod to send several 
vbassies to Caesar Augustus, making 
likely that he delayed with carrying 
tt Caesar’s taxation decree for a time 
Judea and Galilee. Since Joseph, 
ary, and Jesus remained in Egypt for 
me time before returning to Naza- 
th = (Matt. 2:14-23), the year 4 or 
B.C. could well have been the year 
Christ’s birth. 
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3. This view is supported by Saint 
Luke’s statement that John the Baptist 
began his ministry in the 15th year of 
the reign of Tiberius, who was co-regent 
with Augustus and then his successor. 
According to Roman history, this would 
correspond to A. D. 26 or 27 according 
to our reckoning. 


4. According to Luke 1:26 Jesus was 
about six months younger than John 
and began His ministry when He was 
about 30 years old (Luke 3:23). Figur- 
ing back 30 years from then would 
again take us to 4, possibly 5 B.C., if 
Christ was born near the end of the 
year. The present year, then, would 
have to be called the year 1963 or 1964 
insteadworwl 959s. The lack of precise 
data, however, makes it impossible to 
lay claim to complete accuracy in estab- 
lishing the date of our Savior’s birth. 


5. Christian scholars generally seem 
to be agreed on the likelihood of 
Dec. 25 as the actual birth date of our 
Lord. Some churches, however, prefer 
Jan. 6, which for us is Epiphany, or the 
“Christmas of the Gentiles.” Also here 
no accuracy is possible; in fact, since 
the Bible is silent on this, our faith is 
in no wise affected. 

Those who would investigate this 
mattep burther jare reterredetogls EB, 
Kretzmann, The New Testament in the 
Light of a Believers Research (Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
1934), pp. 5460; A. Fahling, The 
Liye of Christ-(CPH,, 1936) sppas2—— 
97; William F. Arndt, Bible Commen- 
tary: The Gospel According to Saint 
uke. (CPH 1956), pp. 76-80: 


ie Question: Why do Christian 
people experience sickness 
and trouble in their daily lives? 


Answer: In general, all sickness and 
trouble are the result of sin. Had man- 
kind remained without sin, these pain- 
ful experiences would never have oc- 
curred. Sorrow, pain, and death en- 
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tered into the world because of sin. 
(Gen. 3:16-19; Rom. 5:12) 

But the Holy Scriptures reveal that at 
times sickness and sorrow are the con- 
Sequences of special wrongdoing, both 
for unbelievers and for believers, for the 
former as punishment, for the latter as 
the chastenings of a loving Father, who 
does not wish them to be condemned 
with the world (1 Cor. 11:32). Thus 
the entire human race, except Noah and 
his family, perished in the Flood be- 
cause of corruption (Gen.7); the 
Egyptians were stricken with ten terri- 
fying plagues because of Pharaoh’s 
hardness of heart (Ex. 7-12); Gehazi 
and Uzziah were afflicted with leprosy 
because of their flagrant misdeeds 
(2 Kanlesior27/ 2) Chrone 26219) =aand 
some Corinthians with sickness and ap- 
parently untimely death because of un- 
worthy communing at the Lord’s altar 
(1 Cor. 11:30). Even now, people of- 
ten bring sickness and suffering on 
themselves by careless exposure to the 
elements, excessive drinking, the use of 
narcotics, gross immorality, and the 
like. 

But there are other causes. Some- 
times sickness is instigated by Satan 
and permitted by God as a trial of the 
faith of His children (Job1 and 2; 
Luke 22:31, 32). In most cases a spe- 
cific reason or cause cannot be fixed 
(John 9:3), and we should carefully 
guard againt loveless judging. In no 
case does sickness or sorrow ever come 
to a Christian without his heavenly 
Father's knowledge or permission 
(Matt. 10:29), and in every case God’s 
children should rest assured that what- 
ever befalls them must eventually pro- 
mote His glory and His loved one’s 
benefit(Gen, 50720: Romya:3-5..07265 
RConmint32) 

Often such adversities 
reminders for us to live wisely (Ps. 
90:12); they destroy the love of sin 
and help to promote righteousness and 
sanctification (Ps. 119:67-71; Heb. 12: 
11); they serve to check pride (2 Cor. 
12:5) and drive the burdened soul into 
Holy Winiten( Psei32 6s) ands to 
prayer. (ls. 26:16) 

Though the specific cause in each 
case of sickness and trouble cannot be 
determined, the sincere Christian will 
engage in earnest heart searching (Ps. 
139:23, 24), humble himself under the 
almighty hand of God (1 Peter 5:6), 
ask the Father’s blessing on the rightful 
means used for recovery (Matt. 4:4), 
submit to His benevolent and sovereign 
will (Matt. 26:39; 1 John 5:14), and 
patiently and thankfully await the out- 
come (Acts 16:25). Thus God will be 
duly glorified, (John 9:3; 11:4; 1 Pe- 
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llege, St. Paul, Minn., Nov. 4—6 


Ernest F. Scaer, Oakland; Pres. Martini 
BHE member; Arthur M. Ahslchwedex 


At plenary meeting of Synod’s Board for Higher Education, Concordia Co 
i i x y d Pensions; Pres. 

_ to r.): Pres. Reuben C. Beisel, Winfield; Rev. Lorenz F. Wahlers, Board for Support an f : 
BEES W ake” Rens Elis G. Kleiner, BHE chairman; Dr. James G. Manz, BHE member; Edwin Meese, Jr., 
BHE staff; Pres. Lambert Mehl, Concordia. 


(Standing): Ray C. Rauscher, Synod’s controller; Ben Salewski, BHE staff; Prof. Obert Kruger, Winfield; Edgar R. Streufert, Synod’s internal auditor; Dri 


c ilwe : illi 5 e d of Directors; Dr. Walter F. Wolbrecht 
: ber; Pres. Walter W. Stuenkel, Milwaukee, Rev. William A. Buege, Synod’s Boar : ‘ lt 
pons Be ee bert E Hopmann, BHE staff; Acting Pres. Arnold eee psig Ne ures: aoe OQ, Pucrbnngtt St one eae 
FRE cp ; ili A. Poehler, St. Paul; Pres. Martin L. Koehneke, River Forest, Leonarc c. A i » Se 
Deo ee eases PGI. Earl Haake, Synod’s fiscal office; Prof. Samuel Goltermann, Austin; Rey. Leonard W. Heidemann, BHE member; Presi 


Erhardt P. Weber, Portland; Prof. Paul W. Gabbert, Bronxville. 


Staff Recruitment for Synodical Schools 
Called One of “Most Critical” Problems | 


By George J. Beto 


Recruitment of qualified instructional 
staff members is “one of the most criti- 
cal problems in Synod today,” accord- 
ing to Prof. Martin L. Koehneke, presi- 
dent of Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest, Il. 

Several factors aggravate the seri- 
ousness of the problem, he told the 
presidents of Synod’s colleges and semi- 
naries and members of the Board for 
Higher Education and its executive staff, 
who met at Concordia College, St. Paul, 
Minn., Nov. 4—6. 

Past indifference in qualifying men 
for instructional posts at Synod’s col- 
leges and seminaries was cited as one 
factor. Another, said President Koeh- 
neke, is the difficulty of persuading men 
in the parish ministry to make the fi- 


The source and distribution of the 
“college dollar” was discussed by Ed- 
gar R. Streufert, Synod’s internal audi- 
tor. 

During the 1958—59 school year, 
his revealing report indicated, 43 per 
cent, or less than one half, of the 
schools’ income for current operations 
involved synodical subsidy. Approxi- 
mately 50 per cent of the income had 
student fees and other receipts as its 
source. Student fees at our colleges and 
seminaries increased 178 per cent be- 
tween 1946 and 1959. 

During the 1958—59 school year the 
per-student cost to Synod at the prepar- 
atory schools was $477, while the per- 
student cost at the colleges and semi- 


naries was $733, Mr. Streufert reported! 
The median per-student cost to Synod 
at all schools for the same period wag 
$564. 


Regional Accreditation | 


Progress in regional accreditation 0 
synodical institutions was noted by Pres 
ident Lambert Mehl of St. Paul’s Col: 
lege, Concordia, Mo. f 

“There can no longer be any doubt 
in our minds regarding the desirability 
of seeking regional accreditation as 
soon as possible,” he stated. . 

“Accrediting agencies,” he added, 
“are interested in helping faculty andt 
administration in building an ideal in- 
stitution within the framework of thet 
objectives peculiar to the school.” 


PASTORAL TRAINING ENROLLMENT 


nancial sacrifice which accepting a JUNIOR COLLEGES 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 | 
teaching position usually involves. Austin... 68 78 94 88 82 
Commenting on faculty remunera- beats ae ey te th ie 
tion, Dr. Martin J. Neeb, president of Edmonton 33 37 29 37 43 
Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Fort Wayne 94 64 — _ _ 
Ind., said that the “once favorable com- pea eee ee eae ai ni 
parison between salaries of professors Portland este Seed toner 47 50 64 62 
and parish pastors no longer exists.” St. Paul 252 261 264 265 
Winfield 148 132 114 82 
Enrollment Trends i or ros aes — 
While the over-all enrollment in our Dg ne ee a ee bee? age Ur ral 4 
preparatory schools has experienced eOUESss 
a marked increase during the past few aiuleli ay aaron Seo = = iv2 Sy 3 
ea | Seward Ye 7 15 17 16 19 
years, ministerial enrollments have re- pees cee eeu Sao —_z 
Maincdestaricuim spite Of “an intensified™ Total cial. 17 15 209 374 397 
recruitment program, reported Arthur — seminaries 
Ahlschwede, member of the Board for St, LOGis "oui. tee ere ne 871 915 685 517 497 
Higher Education executive staff. Spin g field, ee 2c een ee eee 303 329 375 427 468 
In fact, he pointed out, five of the peek. air Teer Re — 
nine preparatory schools enrolled fewer EU Se ote eas Rh WE ect 944 9am 
ministerial students in September 1959 MotalsofVAll’Schools ae eee 2,500 2,631 2,667 2,709 2,764 


than in the previous year. 
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(Enrollment figures for 1959 are tentative. ) 
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Supervision of Instruction 


“Supervision of instruction,” Presi- 
nt Koehneke emphasized, “has as its 
n the welfare of a Christian instruc- 
, the improvement of Christian in- 
uction, and the growth of Christian 
ring.” 


hairman Kleiner 


Dr. Wolfanger 


While all members of the plenary 
sion agreed with Executive Secretary 
olbrecht’s statement that ‘“‘a synodical 
sulty must consider itself a disciplined 
lowship,” emphasis was given to the 
sulty members’ responsibility to tes- 
y “to the hope that is in them” to 
9ups within and without our fel- 
vship. 
Campus Expansion 

Dr. Louis Wolfanger, professor at 
ichigan State University and member 
the Board for Higher Education, re- 
rted on Synod’s interest in expand- 
¥ campus sites at existing institutions. 
» urged the presidents to guide their 
ards of Control in an intelligent and 
sthetic use of present physical 
silities. 

“Wise planning — not expediency — 
ist be the criterion by which we build 
d expand,” he concluded. 


Devotions 


The devotions, led by Acting Presi- 
nt Paul Gabbert of Bronxville and 
esident Walter Stuenkel of Milwau- 
e, were the highlights of the sessions. 
In this day when critical voices are 
casionally raised against the cost of 
r ministerial training program, Presi- 
nt Stuenkel’s quotation from Dr. 
alther’s address to the First Delegate 
nod in 1874 is worthy of note: “We 
yuld not shy away from sacrifices, 
wever great, which may be necessary 
t only to maintain our colleges and 
ninaries but also to improve them 
ym year to year in every respect. We 
this in the firm conviction that con- 
butions for this purpose are the most 
cessary, the most essential, the prime 
d most important, and by God’s grace 
ymise the greatest blessing, of all 
rifices we can bring as baptized 
ristians and Lutherans.” 
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Higher Education in U.S. Threatened 


By Increase in 


Soaring costs of going to college are 
moving the United States “toward a 
state of affairs where educational op- 
portunity may be limited,” according 
to a report on the future of American 
Education which appeared Oct. 5 in 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

Comparing present costs with those 
faced by the class of ’39, the report 
cited the following figures: 

“Average cost for one year at pub- 
licly supported institutions like state 
universities — about $1,650. Twenty 
years ago — only $750. 

“A year at a private school — about 
$2,250. In 1939 it was only about 
$1,020. 

“For some of the big-name Eastern 
schools the yearly cost is about $3,200. 

“Tuition and fees paid by students 
are up about 128 per cent at public in- 
stitutions and 165 per cent at private 
schools since 1939. 

“Costs will continue going up. Pre- 
dictions are they may double, triple, or 
quadruple in the next 10 years. If they 
do, a year at college will cost between 
$3,000 and $8,000 for the class of ’69.” 

The soaring increase in the cost of 
higher education, the report states, can 


College Costs 


be traced to the “general inflationary 
trend that has gripped the American 
economy” and to expanding enroll- 
ments, “which means heavier expenses 
to meet the need for more faculty mem- 
bers, classrooms, and other facilities.” 

Among results of the rapid increase 
in college cost are listed the following: 
Many white-collar, middle-income fami- 
lies, from whose ranks the majority of 
college students have traditionally come, 
have been “squeezed to the breaking 
point” in meeting college bills; more 
college students are coming from “blue 
collar” families, whose incomes have 
more nearly kept pace with the infla- 
tionary trend; and there has been in- 
creasing pressure to abandon the low- 
tuition concept generally followed by 
state universities and other publicly sup- 
ported institutions. 

“The single most important problem 
facing American education,” the re- 
port concludes, is the “need to provide 
enough faculty members to teach the 
nation’s rapidly expanding corps of col- 
lege students. 

“The plain fact is that we can’t train 
enough faculty members at the rate 
we are going, and without a college 
faculty you can’t run a college.” 


PEACE 


(Continued from page 7) 


Spiritual significance to the peace on 
earth of which the angels sang. 


We are living in a world of continu- 
ous tensions and crises, of fears and 
forebodings, the most terrifying of 
which are the continuing threat of 
a Marxian world revolution and the 
possibility of a worldwide nuclear war. 
God is indeed testing His people and 
punishing His enemies. 

To us the angelic messenger still says: 
“Fear not.” For the Child has the 
name foretold by the prophet: “Imman- 
uel, God with us.” Because God in 
Christ is with us, He is also for us. 
And» “Ite God" bes for us, = StaPaul 
writes, “who can be against us? He that 
spared not His own Son but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all things?” 

Among “all things” is certainly the 
peace of which Jesus spoke before His 
redemptive suffering: “These things 
I have spoken unto you, that in Me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
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The peace of which the angels sang 
at His birth is the peace wrought by 
the Christ Child. “Therefore, being 
justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 5:1). This is real “peace of 
mind.” 

How shall we face these times of 
tensions, of international crises, of our 
own personal perplexities? By follow- 
ing the advice of our Savior to become 
as little children and to sing with them: 


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 


Then this peace with God residing 
in our hearts will finally flow into the 
eternal, heavenly peace. With Simeon 
we shall be able to sing: “Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace, according to Thy word; for mine 
eyes have seen Thy Salvation, which 
Thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people; a Light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the Glory of Thy people 
Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32) 

Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men. 
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Seeing the Glory of God 
An air of excitement permeated the 


dining room. It was Christmas Eve. 
The mistletoe and holly had been hung. 
The family had decorated the tree the 
evening before. The children were wait- 
ing impatiently for the time of sharing 
the Christmas gifts. 

When supper was over, Bob brought 
out his Bible to conduct evening devo- 
tions. He began reading the familiar 
Christmas story. When he came to the 
words “the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them,” Bart interrupted. 


“What is the glory of the Lord?” he 
asked. 


For a moment Bob was stumped. He 
looked at Betty for help, but she was 
at a loss. Finally Bob stammered, “The 
glory of God is the majesty of God.” 


“What’s the majesty of God?” asked 
Bart, for whom the synonym was of 
little help. 


At this Betty came to the rescue. 
“Tt reminds me of Isaiah’s vision,” she 
said. “Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on 
a throne, and the angels above the 
throne cried to one another and said, 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of His glory.’ 
The glory of the Lord must be His holi- 
MeSSae 


“Isn’t God’s power a part of His 
glory?” asked Billy. “He can do any- 
thing.” 

“I think the most glorious thing 
about God is His mercy in sending us 
a Savior,” said Babs. 


“What a wonderful discussion this 
has turned out to be,” said Bob. ‘“Per- 
haps we can put all these things together 
and say that the glory of God consists 
of His power, His holiness, His wisdom, 
and His grace. The shepherds saw more 
of this glory when they looked at the 
Christ Child. Shall we read the rest 
of the story?” 


When Bob closed the Bible, he said, 
“Tonight we have seen something of the 
glory of God. I’m sure that all of us, 
like the shepherds, want to glorify the 
Lord with our hymns of praise and 
with our labors of love.” 


All five B’s agreed — even Bart, who 
could hardly keep his eyes from the gifts 
under the tree. EA AK 
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Aging Christians Need Compassion, 
LLL Workshop Participants Told 


The church’s answer to the problems 
of the aging must be compassion, Rev. 
Gerhard E. Lenski, retired pastor and 
now professor at Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa., last month 
told senior-citizens workshops in Balti- 
more, Md., and Washington, D.C. 
Both workshops were sponsored jointly 
by the Lutheran Laymen’s League and 
Synod’s Department of Social Welfare. 


Professor Lenski, who served as a 
panelist in one of the discussions, ex- 
pressed the opinion that too often Gov- 
ernment Social Security and social wel- 
fare programs become a substitute for 
compassion. 


Pointing out that Christ alone can 
give this compassion, he said that “the 
best organization in the world is no sub- 
stitute for the beating heart of Christian 
compassion.” 


Groups who assisted in planning the 
two workshops included the Lutheran 
Mission Society of Maryland, the Augs- 
burg Lutheran Home of Baltimore, the 
Lutheran Action Council of Washing- 
ton, D.C., and the Capital District of 
thes DDI 


Nationally known leaders in Govern- 
ment and social welfare agencies pro- 
vided information about the physical, 
emotional, and social needs of older 
people. 


Representatives of the church por- 
trayed the responsibility of the congre- 


gation toward its aging members. Th 
also demonstrated how Christian seni 
citizens can continue to render valuaby 
service to the Lord in the golden yeap 
of their lives. 

A drama, “The Room Upstairs,” ar 
discussion groups provided the 3(i 
workshop participants with the oppor 
tunity to develop ideas which can 
carried out within the local congreg? 
tions. 

Dr. Henry F. Wind, Executive See 
retary of Synod’s Board of Social Wei 
fare; Miss Ruth Brauer, Social Welfan 
Consultant for Synod; and Edgar Frit 
Director of Club Services for the LLII 
guided the senior-citizens workshopp 


Similar workshops were held in Whi 
tier, oe Nov. 30; Oakland, Cali 
Dec. 2; and Portland, Oreg., Dec. 9. 


Lutheran Hour Calendar 
Is Now Available 


The 1960 edition of the Luthem 
Hour calendar is now available by writ 
ing a card or letter to The Lutheran 
Hour, St. Louis, Mo. 


The new calendar includes a. 
tions for daily Bible readings. Among 
the full-color illustrations are picture 
of the new LLL headquarters building 
in St. Louis and reproductions of tha 
six chapel windows designed by tha 
prominent Lutheran artist Siegfrie 
Reinhardt. EE Kae 
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piTOL se CAPITOL 
re (iH CREDR! i a 
BSIWAS SER CE 


ae ey 


pitol Theater, in the heart of Man- 
woc, Wis., where Redeemer Church 
d its Christmas Eve service. 


Mrs. Bernard C. 
Gumz, the pastor’s 
wife, directs four of 


Redeemer’s five choirs 
on the theater stage. 


Celebrate Christmas in a_ theater? 
orship the Christ Child in a motion 
ture house? Take an established 
theran congregation downtown on 
nristmas Eve and have the traditional 
ildren’s service in a place of amuse- 
pnt? 

Why not? The Son of God did not 
nd being born in a stable that all men, 
eh and low, rich and poor, might 
him Him as their Redeemer-King. If 
e world will go to a manger in a lowly 
ll and kneel among the cattle before 
e Mighty God, the Prince of Peace, 
ey will also go to a modern theater 
need be. 


To the vision and faith of our 500- 
s=mber congregation, the only Mis- 
ri Synod church in a city of 30,000 
5 per cent Roman Catholic), and 
pecially to its dedicated leadership we 
ust pay high tribute. They not only 
snt along with but actually encouraged 
d pushed the idea of. taking our 
iristmas Eve service into a theater 
downtown Manitowoc, Wis. 


Capitol Theater seats 1,400 on its 
ain floor, in box seats, and in. two bal- 
nies. Such productions as Ben Hur 
ve been performed on its huge stage, 
e second-largest in Wisconsin, and 
ch entertainers as Lawrence Welk, 
nny Goodman, Joey Brown, and 
indreds of others have appeared here. 


Never shall we forget the cold No- 
mber morning three years ago when 
o members of our board of educa- 
yn and I approached the manager of 
is playhouse. Would he laugh at us? 
ould he even listen to our plan of 
nting the facilities? 


He listened and smiled, but he would 
along with the idea. He would use 
e theater up to 4:30 P. M. on Dec. 24, 
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CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
for the UNCHURCHED 


By Bernard C. Gumz 


It would 


and we could then take over. 
cost us $75 for janitorial services, lights, 
and equipment, plus overtime pay for 
the two stagehands. 


There were, of course, many prob- 
lems. A special program would have to 
be written to fit the situation and to fill 
the 150-foot-wide stage with our choirs 
and children. Practice at the theater 
was our major difficulty because the 
building was almost constantly in use. 
That first year we had only one rehear- 
sal in the theater. (On the afternoon 
of Christmas Eve 1,400 popcorn- 
munching children, who attended a spe- 
cial matinee, left the place a shambles.) 


But there were advantages. In place 
of our small chapel, which seats 150, 
we had a modern stage, large dressing 
rooms, batteries of multicolored lights, 
many microphones, and de luxe seating. 
Capitol Theater was in the heart of the 
city, and there would be ample parking 
space on Christmas Eve. 


Decorating the stage presented a chal- 
lenge. One of our decorator-members 
did an outstanding job of emphasizing 
Christ and Christmas. The lighting ef- 
fects were so beautiful that many people 
expressed their feelings audibly when 
they entered the theater. The program 
itself was colorful, featuring our five 
robed choirs. 

The purpose of the project was to 
reach some of the city’s 7,000 un- 
churched. We hesitated to spend too 
much on advertising that first year but 
still wanted to blanket the town. Attrac- 
tive red bells were designed to carry our 
10,000 printed invitations. 

On Dec. 23 the children of the Sun- 
day school hung one of our red bells 
on every door in Manitowoc. Cheer- 
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fully they went out into the cold to do 
this for Christ. When a year later we 
substituted a $160 newspaper ad for 
the door-to-door invitations, our chil- 
dren were actually disappointed. 


That Christmas Eve three years ago 
was the most thrilling experience of my 
19 years in the ministry. People who 
never before had walked into a church 
walked into Capitol Theater that night. 
They came in from the streets, and they 
came from all sections of the city. They 
heard the good news of Christ the Lord 
born to be their Savior. The children 
seemed almost inspired as they told 
about Jesus in song and words so sin- 
cerely that even the most hardened had 
to be touched. 


That night our small congregation 
came into its own, and the city was 
to become aware of Redeemer Con- 
gregation. Of the many who have found 
their way to Christ in Redeemer Lu- 
theran Church since then, not a few 
were turned toward Him by the Spirit 
of God on Christmas Eve in a theater. 


Last year word of the children’s 
service had gotten around, and on 
Christmas Eve the huge theater was al- 
most filled. More than half of the audi- 
ence were not members of the congre- 
gation. This Christmas we are opti- 
mistic enough to believe that standing 
room will be at a premium. 


Next Christmas our new church will 
be completed, and the practical neces- 
sity of having services in the theater 
will be eliminated. But I wonder — 
I wonder if the Christmas Eve service 
downtown will end? Already we hear 
that “this must continue.” On Christ- 
mas we must share God’s salvation in 
Christ with those who know Him not. 
We must reach out and bring them in. 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Bickel, Lawrence G., as professor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
TSG IN, MeGaolatial, (Yous Bay , 

Dorre, Ralph O., as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, in Village Lutheran 
Church, Bronxville, N. Y., by Pres. H. J. 
Rippe, Oct. 11. ; 

Hansen, Dale D., as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
H. fF. Krohn, Oct. 25: 

Langefeld, Wilfred C., as assoc. professor, 
Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 
by Pres. H. F. Krohn, Oct. 25. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Bunn, L. Frank, as missionary in Portland, 
in Grace, Lewiston, Maine, by Edgar R. 
Fehlau, Oct. 25. 

Lange, Robert E., as asst. instructor, St. Paul’s 
College, Concordia, Mo., by Lambert Mehl, 
Sept. 6. 

Martin, Leonard, as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
Helo krohn, Oct. 25. 

Meyer, C. Rodger, as asst. instructor, Saint 
Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., by Lambert 
Mehl, Sept. 6. 

Pieper, Walter C., as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, in Village Lutheran 
Church, Bronxville, N. Y., by Pres. H. J. 
Ripve, Oct. 11. 

Tonn, Randell E., as asst. pastor, Grace, Page- 
dale, Mo., by Kurt W. Biel, Nov. 1. 

Volz, Carl, as instructor at Concordia Col- 
legiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., in Vil- 
lage Lutheran Church, Bronxville, N. Y., 
by Pres. H. J. Rippe, Oct. 11. 


Installed: ESI 


Bek, Edwin C., Faith, Hastings, Nebr., by 
R. A. Jank, Nov. 1. 

Blemaster, Richard E., Salem, Buffalo, N. Y., 
by Pres. G. M. Karkau, Nov. 1. 

Gehle, Rudolph, Immanuel, Hepler, Kans., by 
Otto H. Mueller, Oct. 25. 


Geiger, Carl H., St. John, R. 1, Wisconsin 
EBD ids. Wis., by Pres. Lloyd H. Goetz, 
Ove ae 


Griesse, Wilbert E., First, Fort Smith, Ark., 
by E. W. Callies, Nov. 1. 

Heitmann, Paul H., Good Shepherd, Cass 
City, Mich., by Harold F. Krach, Nov. 8. 
Hoffmaster, Paul D., Fairlawn, Akron, Ohio, 

by E. A. Eggers, Oct. 25. 

Janzow, W. Theophil, as asst. professor, Con- 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by 
Pres) HW. F. Krohn, Oct. 25. 

Korinko, Stephan J., as asst. professor, Saint 
Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., by Lambert 
J. Mehl, Sept. 6. 

Krupski, Otto F., Good Shepherd, Berwyn, 
Ill., by K. F. Lohrmann, Oct. 25. 

Kunz, Robert T., Grace, Knoxville, Tenn., by 
J. V. Kimpel, Sept. 27. 

Miller, Rowland A., Grace, Hobbs, N. Mex., 
by Wilbur Klattenhoff, Oct. 25. 

Peterson, Clifford H., as instructor at Concor- 
dia Collegiate Institute, in Village Lutheran 
Church, Bronxville, N. Y., by Pres. H. J. 
Rippe, Oct. 11. 

Sauls, Ottis L., as missionary in Clifton area, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., in Our Saviour, Mt. Leb- 
anon, Pa., by Aug. F. Brunn, Nov. 1. 

Strege, Arthur H., Good Shepherd, Hazel- 
wood, Mo., by Paul Ph. Spitz, Oct. 4. 

Weber, Raymond E., Christ Memorial, (Saint 
Vital) Winnipeg, Man., Can., by Pres. L. W. 
Koehler, Oct. 22. 

Ziegler, Donald C., Immanuel and St. John, 
Beemer, Nebr., by E. J. Nickel, Oct. 4. 


Installed: Ee CnERS 


Aukamp, Cand. Glenn, Christ, New Orleans, 
La., by Henry L. Honold, Oct. 11. 

Baacke, Le Verne W., as assoc. professor, 
St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., by Lam- 
bert Mehl, Sept. 6. 

Hahn, Wayne A., as asst. instructor, St. Paul’s 
College, Concordia, Mo., by Lambert Mehl, 
Sept. 6. 

Hinrichs, Vance, as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
H. F. Krohn, Oct. 25. 

Kirch, Martin, as assoc. professor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
H. F. Krohn, Oct. 25. 

Klammer, Werner, as instructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
H. F. Krohn, Oct. 25. 

Lietke, Edward C., as assoc. professor, Saint 
Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., by Lambert 
J. Mehl, Sept. 6. 


Pap 


Markin, Benjamin, as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, in Village Lutheran 
Church, Bronxville, N. Y., by Pres. H. J. 
Rippe, Oct. 11. ‘ 

Meier, Robert J., as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, in Village Lutheran 
Church, Bronxville, N. Y., by Pres. H. J. 
Rippe, Oct. 11. 3 

Muller, Cand. John E., as asst. instructor, 
St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., by Lam- 
bert Mehl, Sept. 6. ; 

Piepenbrink, Willis, St. Paul, Grafton, Wis., 
by E. L. Burfeind, Oct. 25. : 

Schimke, Harold A., St. Paul, West Point, 
Nebr., by Frederick Niedner, Sept. 30. ; 

Stork, Martin, as asst. professor, Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Pres. 
HE Krohn Octaz2o: 

Streit, Richard F., Luther High School South, 
Chicago, Ill., by Carl L. Abel, Nov. 1. 

Sylwester, Robert A., as asst. professor, Con- 
cordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by 
Pres. H. F. Krohn, Oct. 25. 

Taylor, Cand. Carl, as instructor at Luther 
High School South, Chicago, in Markham 
Lutheran Church, Markham, IIl., by M. F. 
Nicolaus, Oct. 11. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Herbert W. Schmidt, St. Thomas, 
N. Dak., has been appointed Counselor of 
the Grafton Circuit to replace Rev. Gerhard 
Gehrs, who resigned for reasons of health. — 
L. K. Meyer, President, North Dakota District. 


Dr. Horace D. Hummel, formerly of 61 Ridge- 
moor, St. Louis, Mo., is no longer a member 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 
At his own request he was released from the 
ministerium of our Synod since he is teaching 
at Wartburg Seminary of the American Lu- 
theran Church. — Wituiam J. STELLING, Presi- 
dent, Western District. 


Nominations for the Office of President 
Concordia College, Edmonton 
Alta., Can. 


Rev. Carl F. Baase, New Westminster, B. C., 
by Hope, Port Coquitlam, B. C.; Concordia, 
Vancouver, B. C.; Emmaus, Brightview, 
Alta. 

Rev. George W. Bornemann, Elmhurst, IIL: 
St. Mark, North Vancouver, B. C.; Concor- 
dia, Vancouver, B. C. 

Prof. Donald L. Deffner, Ph.D., St. Louis, 
Mo.: Grace, Edmonton, Alta. 

Rev. Herbert S. Fox, Vancouver, B. C.: Hope, 
Port Coquitlam, B. C. 


Rev. Roland A. Frantz, Olympia, Wash.: 
Pilgrim, Beaverton, Oreg. 

Rev. Paul M. Freiburger, Billings, Mont.: 
First St. John, Chicago, Ill.; Apostles, 


Franklin Park, Ill. 

Rev. Edwin J. Fritze, M.S., St. Louis, Mo.: 
Tabor, Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. Fred T. Gabert, Vancouver, B. C.: Saint 
Paul, Chilliwack, B. C.; Kitsilano, Van- 
couver, B. C. 

Prof. J. Henry Gienapp, M.A., Milwaukee, 
Wis.: Bethel, Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. William E. Goerss, B.D., Richmond 
Heights, Mo.: Apostles, Franklin Park, Il. 

Prof. Arnold Guebert, M. A., Edmonton, Alta.: 
St. Peter, Edmonton, Alta.; Duchess, 
Duchess, Alta. 

Rev. Theo. E. Hoelter, Las Vegas, Nev.: Mount 
Calvary, Calgary, Alta. 

Rev. F. Samuel Janzow, M.A., River Forest, 
Ill.: Hope, Port Coquitlam, B. C. 

Rev. Leonard W. Koehler, B.D., Winnipeg, 
Man.: Redeemer, St. Paul, Minn. 

Rev. Karl Krahenbil, Middle Lake, Sask.: 
Faith, North Surrey, B.C. 

Rev. Arno E. Krentz, M. A., Cleveland, Ohio: 
St. Paul, Concordia, Mo. 

Rev. Herman A. Mayer, D.D., St. Louis, Mo.: 
Bethel, Chicago, III. 


Prof. Albert H. Miller, M.A., Edmonton, 
Alta,: St. Peter, Leduc, Alta.; Redeemer, 
Edmonton, Alta.; Mt. Calvary, Red Deer, 
Alta.; Grace, Camrose, Alta.; Zion, Peace 
Hill, Alta. 


Rev. Harold A. Ott, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Beth- 
any, Chicago, Ill.; Trinity, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Rev. E. George Pearce, D.D., London, Eng- 

land: St. Matthew, Stony Plain, Alta. 

Rev. Daniel Pourchot, Montreal, Que.: Saint 
Paul, Ottawa, Ont. 

Prof. Albert R. Riep, M.A., Edmonton, Alta.: 
Grace, Osoyoos, B.C.; Hope, Victoria, 
B. C.; Hope, Port Coquitlam, B. C.; Bethle- 
hem, Edmonton, Alta.; Bethlehem, Van- 
couver, B. C.; Grace, Port Alberni, B.C.; 
St. Paul, Medicine Hat, Alta.; Concordia, 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Rev. George Rode, B.D., Edmonton, Alta.: 
St. Paul, Beatrice, Nebr.; St. Paul, Chilli- 
wack, B.C. 

Rev. Felix A. Rubbert, Fargo, N. Dak.: 
petnan yy Chicago, Ill.; Trinity, Lincoln, 

ebr. 
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Rev. Frederick A. Schole, Leduc, Alta.: Sai 
Paul, Dawson Creek, B. C. } | 
Prof. Harold F. Witte, B.S., B. Ed., Edmoiq 
ton, Alta.: St. Paul, Oliver, B.C. 


All correspondence regarding these can¢ 
dates must be in the hands of the unde 
signed not later than Jan. 12, 1960. Til 
election is to take place soon after that dag 
—Joun L. ArmsBRusTER, Secretary, Board 


Control, Box 60, Stony Plain, Alberta, Ca 


Assignment of Calls 


Calls and applications for ministerial ay 
teacher graduates, vicars, and supply stude: t 
should reach the office of the District Pres} 
dents on or before March 8, 1960. Ti 
documents should be in the office of the dew 
of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and tli 
respective school offices by March 22, 196 
Further announcements will follow. — W. | 
Meyer, Chairman, Board of Assignments. 


Proposed Change in Constitution 


On June 19, 1959, the 44th regular conver 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Misso 
Synod, assembled in San Francisco, Caliij 
adopted by the necessary two-thirds vot 
the resolution that ‘the title ‘Visitor’ 
changed to ‘Circuit Counselor.’”’ This affe 
Article XII, paragraph 3, section ec of f 
constitution of The Lutheran Church — Mii 
souri Synod. 

This adopted change in the constitution 
herewith being submitted to the congrega 
tions of the Synod in accordance with 
provisions of Article XIV. Unless one 
of the congregations in voting members! 
in the Synod files a vote of dissent with th 
Secretary of the Synod within a period 
six months following the date of official fing 
publication (Jan. 12, 1960), this amendme 
will become effective. — W. C. Bim Ce 
Secretary. 


Notices 


Arrangements have been made to conduc 
divine services in the Lake Theatre at Gran 
Lake, Colo., during June, July, and Augusis 
Pastors of The Lutheran Church — Missouw 
Synod who will vacation in the Grand Laki 
area this coming season and who would b 
willing to conduct a service at 10:30 A.1 
for a nominal remuneration should write t 
the undersigned soon. — REv. 
Box 843, Estes Park, Colo. 

Anyone knowing of Lutherans residing 
Sun Valley, Calif., please inform RrEv. RaLpr 
Buscu, Messiah Lutheran Church, 8130 Laure 
Canyon Blvd., North Hollywood, Calif. : 


Wanted 
Used pews in fair condition for a ne 
chapel. Write: LeRoy Sprinc, 


Secretary 
14 Sherwood Drive, Latham, N. Y - 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


4 
i. 
Aumann, Richard C., 30540 Willowick Dr. 
Willowick, Ohio j 
Brauer, Norman H., 580 Ross, t 
Plymouth, Mich. f 
Duff, Floyd P., 108 Arden Dr., Gg 
Glenshaw, Pa. 
Griesse, Wilbert E., 423 N. 12th St., 
Fort Smith, Ark. ; 
Hoeferkamp, Robert T., Apartado Postal 234, 
Antigua, Guatemala 
Hornbostel, Alvin C., 712 Reynolds Ave., 
Kansas City 6, Kans. 

Kieninger, Elmer C., 4131 N.E. 22d Terr., 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 

Liske, Louis H., c. r.m., 1035 Bernard Ave., 
Kelowna, B.C., Can. ‘ 

Merrell, Gene E., 2029 N. Emerson, 
Indianapolis 18, Ind. 

Pingel, Alva F., Jr., 803 N. Lincoln, 
Aberdeen, S. Dak. 

Polster, Arnim H., 5011 Pinecrest Dr., 
Meridian, Miss. 

Reuning, Walter H., 1020 E. Ramon Rd., 
Palm Springs, Calif. 

Rieker, Eric H., Milton St., Sayville, N.Y 

Sanders, Erwin H., R. 2, Bishop, Tex. 

Schliepsiek, John, em., 3822 E. Eighth St. 
Des Moines 13, Iowa 

Schultz, Wilmar A., Box 237, ‘ 
Mountain Lake, Minn. 4 

Spatzek, Carlton C., Morristown, Minn. 

Steffen, Gustav H., em., Box 62, 
4079 E. Bullard, Clovis, Calif. 

Thiem, Alfred E., 1257 Seventh St., N., 
Fargo, N. Dak. 
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Tietjen, Chap. (Col.) Ottomar H. 
Hq. COMZ Europe, APO 58, 
New York, N. Y 


Wiederhoft, Clair A., 603 Linda Lane, 
Big Spring, Tex. 


achers: 


Dietrich, Clifford, R.2, Box 24, 
Hickory, N. C 


Springer, John E., R.1, Napoleon, Ohio 


A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from page 10) 


e and discuss with all the members of 
e family — in all kindness, but also in 
frankness — what membership in the 
urch of Jesus Christ implies. This 
ads to such topics as attendance at 
rvices and at the Lord’s Table, per- 
nal interest and participation in the 
Drk of the congregation, of the Dis- 
ct, and of the church at large. In- 
ded will also be the organizations of 
e congregation and what may be done 
strengthen them and improve their 
oOgrams. 

There will, of course, be a thorough 
Scussion of the financial support and 
rsonal offerings for the work of the 
ngdom. The meaning of proportion- 
© giving and personal service will 
rely enter into the discussion. And 
ink of it — all this done by the laity! 
hat excellent service to the Christ who 
me to earth to render the greatest 
rvice for us! 


Personal Evangelism 


Within recent years our Evangelism 
epartment has planned Preaching- 
aching-Reaching missions and aided 
cuits and Districts in carrying out 
ch plans. This means an enlistment of 
reasing numbers of church members 
visit unchurched people and urge 
em to attend the special services, thus 
bing real personal mission work. 
herever these missions were well 
Janned and executed they have pro- 
ced excellent results. We rejoice that 
le laity has responded so well in this 
jlendid program to bring Christ to 
jJore people. 

Let me add that pastors, teachers, and 
men have rendered real service on 


very month, these faithful and con- 
lientious workers devote their time and 
Hlents to the cause of Christ’s kingdom. 
e church surely appreciates this serv- 
le and thanks God that the Child of 
ethlehem and all that He accomplished 
tr us mightily moves clergy and laity 
} serve Him. 

|God grant that our Christmas cele- 
tation strengthen our personal faith in 
lhrist, deepen our appreciation of all 
le did for us, and move us to say with 
le apostle, “The love of Christ con- 


fraineth us.” 
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Our Outreach for Christ 


Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


Districts 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 
California and Nevada 
Central 

‘entral Illinois 
Colorado 
Eastern 
English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 
Iowa West 
Kansas 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 
North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 
Ontario 
South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 
Southern California 
Southern I]linois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 
Western 


Total from Districts 
Sundry Sources (Estimate) 
Operating Statement 1959 


Required Feb. 1 to Nov. 30 
Received Feb. 1 to Nov. 30 


Budget Receipts 10/12 of 
2/1/59 to 11/30/59 Goal 

$ 47,715 $ Keo 
466,952 666,672 
258,333 258,330 
913,116 1,062,500 
423,333 423,330 
146,957 162,500 
260,799 326,670 
604,855 750,000 
V2 70,830 
275,500 275,500 
BOIL SF 469,170 
335,851 370,830 
27,118 58,332 
946,430 1,137,500 
949,112 1,183,332 
38,286 So, 
136,448 144,582 
403,024 512,500 
788,047 904,168 
218,753 287,500 
254,167 254,168 
103,702 102,500 
125,000 125,000 
161,785 191,668 
612,984 750,000 
235,000 235,000 
95,833 95,832 
218,412 216,667 
247,894 275,000 
290,683 331,668 
348,093 383,332 
TIMED 916,668 
$11,175,435 $13,058,413 
500,000 


$13,750,000 
11,175,435 


(10/12 of $16,500,000) 


$ 2,574,565 


Is He on Your Gift List? 


At Christmas we give gifts. Christians 
would not intentionally omit the Christ 
Child from their gift list. Whose birthday 
is it, anyway? Had He not been born, 
what would be our fate? 

Some years ago a lad recited this pointed 
verse at a Christmas program: 

When we keep Jesus’ birthday, 
It seems so queer to bring 

A lot of gifts to others 

And not give Him a thing. 


When the Wise Men arrived at the man- 
ger, “they fell down and worshiped Him.” 
Then “they presented unto Him gifts.” 
They combined their worship with their 
gifts. They were the first to bring a Christ- 
mas gift to the Christ. Since that time 
many, many Christians have followed their 
blessed example. 


At an open meeting of St. John’s Con- 
gregation, Ellinwood, Kans., a woman 
asked: “How about a real Christmas ob- 
servance this year? Remember, it’s His 
birthday we will celebrate.” So on Christ- 
mas Eve the congregation, led by the chil- 
dren, worshipfully approached the manger 
which had been set up and “presented unto 
Him gifts.” Over $10,000 was given to the 
Christ and His missionary cause. 

Are you planning a special gift to the 
Christ? May we suggest it be for missions? 


—————————— 
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Have you noticed how often “missions” 
appears in the Christmas story? The angel 
announced “good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.” The shep- 
herds “made known abroad” the wondrous 
story of Christ’s birth. Simeon prophesied 
that the Child was “a Light to lighten the 
Gentiles.” 


Three fourths of all men today do not 
know that Christ was born to save also 
them. There have never been as many 
heathen as now. We are to make known 
the Christmas message to as many as Ppos- 
sible. Have we been doing that? Have you? 

Our Synod’s endeavor to preach the 
Gospel in all the world — that includes 
training many more pastors, teachers, and 
missionaries — on Noy. 1 recorded a def- 
icit of about $2,000,000 (including income 
from sundry sources). Our mission pro- 
gram is in serious trouble. 

Our 1,500,000 confirmed members, by 
bringing a special gift for missions to the 
Christ Child, could easily wipe out that 
debt — and more! 

Put the Christ Child on your gift list! 
Urge your congregation to do likewise! 
Who is more worthy of your gift? Act 


now! 
J. E. HERRMANN 


Stewardship Counselor 
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Make 


every 
word 


count “s- when you read 
® 


cripture 


to your children 


Children can concentrate for 
only limited periods, then their 
attention wanders. Make the 
important minutes of your devo- 
tional time count by reading 

to your children in words both 
familiar and meaningful to them. 


When you read Gospel Scripture, make the wonderful message “talk” 
to the young members of your family — use The Christ of the Gospels. 
This new Gospel translation by Dr. William F. Beck tells the «tory 
of Christ in simple modern English — free of outdated words and 
seldom-used terms. Your children will listen and remember when the 
Bible speaks to them in everyday language. 


The Christ of the Gospels fits the four Gospel accounts together 
into one flowing narrative. The order of events in Christ’s life — just 
what happened when — will be apparent, and your family will sense 

the unity as well as the urgency of His mission on earth. 


The Gospel message must be heard to be believed. Make sure 


TT _, your family hears and understands the story of Christ’s salvation. 


Read to them from The Christ of the Gospels. 
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